em 


DOCUBZRT RESUBE 


EBD 181 235 , so 010 110 
AUTROR Tomasi, Lydio F. 
*. PITLE the Italian American Papily:: The Southern Italian 
; ; Pasily’s Process of Adjustsent to an Urban 
Anerica. 
TESTITUTION Center for sigration Studies, Inc., Staten Island, 
’ n.Y. 
PUB DATE. 12.07 
NOTE a7p. , 
AVAILABLE PRCH Center for Bigration Studies, 209 Flagg Place, Staten 
’ > Island, Hew YorR, Hew York 10304 ($1.00 
, paperbound) ° 
EDRS PRICE MP-$0.83 Plus Postage. BC Nqt Available from EDRS. 
DESCRIFTORS: *Acculturation; *Caltural Background; *Ethnic Groups; 


Bthnic Studies; Pamily (Sociological Onit); *Paaily 
Role; *Ipaigrants; *Italian Americans; Suclear 
Pasily; Social Adjustaent; ‘Social fistary - 


ABSTRACT . : 

The author discusses the ‘acculturation process of 
first, second, and third generation Italian families in the United 
States in teras of tke interrelationships agong cultured, social, and. 
psychological events. Ag background to the discussion, the role of 
the'fasily is described. In southern Italy, the nuclear fasily is the 
-essential feature of the social systea. It is doainated by an 
authoritarian father, godparents are very significant figures, male 
children are social and economic assets, and fesale children are 
protected socially. Pasily relaticnehips give the individual status 
and a guarantee of security. Upon immigration to America, however, 
Italian values conflict with Anglo-Aserican orientations toward 
individualisa and mastery over nature. Alienation’and other ’ 
psychological crises arise because of the immigrants' fasilistic 
personality orientation. In first-generation faailies, intercultural 
gnc iutergenerational conflict and changes occur, often sarked by 

solation and anosie. Host second-generation faailies exhibit a aove 
toward shaping the structure and functions of the family in 
accordance vith the contemporary urban Apserican type of fawily. 


. Third-generatien families’ show even sore influence of 


Andustrialization and urbanization on fertility, child rearing, class 
atatus, and occupational choice. (AV) 


BECKEOEEETES EES EEESE HET TS OE EEE HESS ETFS EE OEESEEEEE $F HO8SE9EESEEEEEEESESE 
* Documents acquired by ERIC include pany inforagjal unpublished 

* materials not available from other sources. ERIC sakes every effort 
* to obtain the best copy-available. Nevertheless, iteas of marginal 

* reprododcibility are often encountered and this affects the quality 
* of the sicrcfiche and hardcopy reproductions ERIC sakes available 

* via. the ERIC Locument Reproduction Service (EDES). EDRS is not 

* responsible for the. quality pf the original document. Reproductions 
* 
* 


supplied by. BLS are the bect that can be made from the original. 
PET RT ERIE EE REEL E TET ES EER) POSSDSSSSHRESHS LESS SSS OS SH SSESOESHSSSSSSL SESS 


ee tone eee @ 


a. a ey * 
‘ 


7 ~~ US OEPARTMENTOF HEALTH, ¢) 
: EDUCATION & WELFARE tay 
” MATIONAL INSTITUTE OF "4 
‘ @DUCATION 


THIS DOCUMENT WAS BEEN REPRO- 
_. OUCED EXACTLY AS RECEIVED FROM 
« ee - THE PERSON OR ORGANIZATION ORIGIN- 
j ¥ ATING IT POINTS OF VIEW OR OPINIONS 
an ‘ STATED DO NOT NECESSARILY REPRE- 
SENT OFFICIAL NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF 

EDUCATION POSITION OR POLICY 


ad ‘ 4 PERMISSION TO REPRODUCE THIS 
COPYRIGHTED MATERIAL BY MICRO 


yaad ee "Piha. “delle C oe8v 


. \. ’ 
Aid TO ERIC AND ORGANIZATIONS OPERAT 

. ING UNDER AGREEMENTS WITH THE WA 

wey 8 ' TIONAL INSTITUTE OF EDUCATION 
FURTHER REPRODUCTION OUTSIDE 

THE @RiC SYSTEM REQUIRES PERMIS 


, : Ry SION OF THE COPYRIGHT OWNER 
e yy 
i , s 
hd ; 
AES Fe 
EAE, # 
Fa ta ; 
‘ ake 
1 iJ 
ae 
4 
The Southern Italian Family's Process of | Pe 
bi . 
Adjustment to an Urban America : 
a ’ by Ly dio Fe Tomas : 
, . . at 
CENTER FOR MIGRATION STUDIES , i ; 


: 209 Flagg Place 
Staten Island, N.Y. 10304 


Vv 


SY 0/0 H/o 


é Copyright ©1972 


5 


by Center for Migration Studies of New York, Inc. 


‘All Rights Reserved 


% 


NTENTS * . . oe 


on America sai iu aes Og ora bc aaa ee had ak 


eee Se ey Pe We ie iat se ot ae oe i o 
l‘- First- Generation Southern Italian Family in AMEYACA... 66s 
2 - Second- Generatic SOUEDEEA Italian Family in MIGTAEA sees 


a) The 'rebel' 
b) The ‘in-gr 
c) The ‘apath 


FOACtlonie assis we swis-< Ce ccerscefecseevscraees 
P' LEACCLON. . eee e ewe ererYerveveereevees 
LO" LOACCLON ccc. se scawoeere 


Third-Generatffon Southern Italian Famil 


Interplay between Individual, Family, 


, NOTES sce wis ctsiGeseesecccaw assed Commerc ces ere ee rsecenee 


FIGURES: 


italy as of LIS. coy ryeeees 
sierei@raeiere;e 


TABLES: 


1 - ntrasting Value Orféntations: Italian 
Americans and Apglo-AmericanS.s..cecceceeecvccces 
“9-S/oiterance between e Southern Italian o- 
Peasant FamilyfJin Italy and the First- 
/ and Second-+Germration Italian. Family 
/ AN AMEDT CEs 64.853 ede SEES DOTS Os HOG CHORES Sta COT 
‘| 4 
, 3 3 - Children Ever Bor 
‘ fo Married 35 t 
. } Ethnic Origi 
: Population: 


Per 1,000 Women Ever 

44 Years Old by. Race and 

, for the Noninstitutional 

November 1969... .cceccccccpecescccce 


44 


17 


“THE ITALIAN AMERICAN FAMILY | "8 


i “The SOnPHeEn Italian Family’ s' Process of Adjustment to an o 


|| oie tl Urban America® ; 


by Lydio F. Tomasi** 


‘ I. the Transplanted Family in Contemporary Research 
‘ , on American Society 


e 


Since World War II, in all wuvesut the world most social 
systems are moving fast or gine coward ‘sone form of the con- 
jugal family Cui and also toward industrialization: Many 
social scientists argue that the conjugal iat Sy system, with 
its seecantae of ascrfption, particularism, and diffuseness, 
‘is tauixs not permitted to interfere with’ the demands of in- 
dustrialization, Jaina igntaie are achievement based and 
universalistic. The concomitant emergence of the conjugal 
family and industrialization could suggest that all change and 


all.causal relations flow from one single, global factor, such 
as industrialism, and that such madern phenomena as migration, 


urbanization, and acculturation must necessarily weaken or 


destroy the system of closely knit kinship bonds outside the 
Le nuclear family, which characterizes most of the ‘folk’. societies. 
oy) 


“Modified extended family" theories, however, show that there is. 
both a need and a capacity for extended sae as to exist in 


eneeD society, -and that geographical mobility does not nec- 


* Paper presagted at the In-Service Course D 210, "Italian : FA 
Americans Contemporary American Society” sponsored by a a 
the American Italtan Histortcal Association at the agp ta % 
Cultural institute, December 15, 1971. 
** Lydio F, Tomasi, Associate Editor of the International Mig- 
ration Review. 
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ger a essarily result in a lessening of ideological or emotional 
: 4 
: commitment to kin. . \ : ” 


_In looking for how and why massive socio-economic changes, 


help or hinder to outweigh the resistance of family systems, the 
,2 ; 
southern. Italian migratory exnerience seems almost .an-ideal 


case. In fact, most of the many millions of immigrants who . 


5 came to the United States from Italy were southern Italian pea- - 
‘ 3 
sants , but they did not generally enter farming occupations in 
‘ 4 . 
: America . They clustered primarily in the industrial centers of 


the North:’ New York, Boston, Philadelphia, Chicago, Baltimore, . 
Detroit. -Also, the Italian family. undergoing the acculturation 
a . . 


: /procees in the United Stdtes is an ideal area in which to ex- ~ 


amine the interrelationships among cultural, soeial, and psy- : 


chological events. Previfus researchers have focus only two 
. 4 
“ of these dimensions at a time, studying individuals against a ‘ 


bani ty: background in which the dynamic ila ate ad are never~ 
N 
‘ clearly Selene tee Qne has to observe the full range of, culs.: 
tural, soctal, , Psychological, “and biological variables - the 
individual within:the family as the small primary gr ous teh 
the larger soctayysysten with its system of values in a partic- 
“ufar geographicad setting - which are involved in: the events of 
‘family life and the adaptation of the indi®idual family member. 
’ the a SerEOee: of this paper is to delimit the” ‘contem- 
ore: CON EEO RERES on the nature of,the southern Italian eagaey 
system, ith has a special significance fot the renewed inter- 
! est in the persistence of ethnic identity in the face ‘of strong 


forces for change. In a specia] way, teachers, social workers 


a 


a 
. , 
\ fe . o,. 


or‘guidance offdcers must understand the conflict which ensues 


from the fact’ that the American school encourages the southern 
European gtudene' en pursue personal goals rather mre those his , 
family has laid down for him: { 
The ely field must move from traditional sociological 
theory vould theoretical mpdels which reflect, more closely the ¢ 
enormous complexity of the subject matter. James Walters and 
5. , Nick Stinnetts reyiewing a decade’ of research, conclude: "It 
ig interesting that theory upon which our research is based 
concerning parent-child relationships frequently ignores changes 
: in dotas cena? Sees al classes and among ethnic groups ovér period 
of time. That parents have a different$el impact among various! 
3 a 
ethnic groups, and that this impact is different at various 
stages of*the family life cycle is not always pairetulty delin- 
wove Carlfred B. Broderick re-echoes ‘that conclusion: 
"One of the distinguishing features of family theoretical de- 
velopment in this ‘decade is the extent to which... new con-~ 
’ ceptual frameworks are beginning to grow out of the work done ; 
among different racial and ethnic groups within U.S. ne 


Actually, observed John Spiegel, there is no‘such thing as a 


. single family type which can be said to be representative of 
all Soiree. sj ‘ 
The social context of imnigration is more diffuse and 
cannot be clearly peotteten as the historical and political con- 


texts, but it is monetheless real and important. Immigration 


was not indiscriminate coming of unsocialized people without 


a past history. Immigrants were not just numbers. The United 


6 


States got a good deal more out of immigration than just people. 


It acquired an immigrant culture, which is a distinctive quality 


‘now recognized as ethnic pluralism. One of the major goals of | 
American recent immigration policy as enunciated in Congress is . 
‘family reunion. _ The family reunion goal was a major purpose of 


the 1965 ammendments to the Immigration and Nationality Act. 

The exclusion of certain members of the immediate family from 

any .ceilings and the assignment of 74% of available visas to 

preference categories reserved for family members underlines the 

—, reunification goal. In 1970, 24,397 talian immigrants 

came to the Unjted States. And southern Italian immigration is \ 

fanitiy based whereas, for instance, the Irish pattern of immi- 

gration shows that single young men and women usually make up 

hi bulk of emigrants. A study of County Clare, Irelend, demon- 

strates that after the practice of dividing family holdings among 

chi'ldren ceased about 1852, it became necessary for children to 

leave the bundy homestead and seek their livelihood fein 

Southern Italians, however, did not leave their homeland because 

the traditional family system was realigning itself. They ex- 

perienced one type of family ‘pel ael anata’. 7 
In hiker Suttex A Family iivelined « the Iannis argue that 

it is the bonds of kinship ~ not crime or some network of con- 

spiracy ‘- which tie Italian American crime families together, 


9 ’ 
and to one another. "Because of the intensity of the Italian 


family structure," writes Robert Critchon, the author of The 
Secret of Santa Vittoria, "the acute loneliness of the removal 


that often leads to unhappiness, restlessness, selfdoubt - but 


‘ny 
( 


‘also creativity - is not too common as yet in Italian American: 


. 


~culture." To the question asked by Mario Puzo: Why have writers 


of Italian descent made hardly any impact on the American pub- 
10 =. . 
lie? - Social historians answer that a basic difficulty has 


been attitudes of the immigrant parents toward education, In 


his study, The Social Background of the Italo-American School -- 


Child, Leonard Covello observed that "during the three decades 
wee : 

or more that the Italian immigrant has been established in our 
large urban centers, in immigrant communities. in which he tried 


to create a replica of tke social milieu of -his homeland, there. 


_ as gone on a process of \cultural transition, the nature and the 


11 
extent of which have only been superficially appraised.” His ,- 


main conclusion is that "the family pattern, that is its social 
7 : 


basis, is for all practical purposes, one of the main sources of 
maladjustment in the American milieu." 


American interpretation of immigrant adjustment have 
commonly failed to respect the unique cultural attributes of 
the many and varied ethnic groups which settled in the United .° 


. 


States. Although the Italians endured almost’.all of the hard- 


ships experienced by today's urban poor, they did not - despite 


the additional difficulty of having to adjust for the first time 


to an urban-industrial socjety - develop significant family dis- 
13 * : : ‘ : 
organization. 


a“ 


If the southern Italfan family was not ‘disrupted’ by 
the immigration and settlement in an urban society, in what way 


did it change and in what.way did it influence the first, second 


and third Beneration Italian Americans? K 


. 


: 8 
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Ln | 
World of Southern ftalians, 


* II. ' The’ Family as the Social 


The starting point of the evolution of: the southern Ital- 
ian family is necessarily found in.the condition of this social 


unit in South Italy prior and during the mass emigration from 
' re 


1 
1880 to 1910, 
With the southern part of the peninsula, (Figure 1), 
é 


Figure 1 


7 Reggio Calabria 


x eS 
o a world apart, strickingly 


wrote Marion I. Newbigin, we come t 
; : 14 : : 
It is one of the world's 


different from the reminder of Italy. 
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. 


underdeveloped and ayes popubated. #esdeoa: it suffers from 

high cucesatek of population on land resources and tow gene 

ard at Dip Vries But "life in the south exalts the ern a | 
~The family is the meeting place-of the experience of the pea- 
‘gant's social, economic, and affective life. Its members, | 


wrote Giovanni Verga, ‘are "united like the fingers of.the 
16 


and," , —_— 


” . 


_The concept of the family subsumes, two institut¥fons. 
the larger and the less important of cis two refers to the fam-. 
ip. ste a social group - the "famiglia" - and includes aii blood 
and in-law relatives up to the fourth degree as well as those 
to whom one is related cneouyh godparenthood. The aris ‘im- : é 
portant of the two units - the nuclear Santiy - has reference 
to the Pwaig ty éf p¥ocreation (father, mother, unmarried child- 
ren), as well as eye few godparents contracted during one's life 
circle. An expanded household would include the members of the 
family.of procreation and sone single ‘relatives, while an ex- 
tended household would refer to two related family of prcnneation: 
* , The cenenteas featuve of the social system is the nuclear 
family. The nuctear family is tightly kmit and Gaaties by the 
wildest :-waretvies male, who is generally tie father. The nuclear 
family is 'father-dominated but mother-orfented.’ The father is 
the head of the Pandit: No one, not rer the eldest son, to whom 


ee many privileges are given, undertakes an enterprise without first 


obtaining his father's blessing as an indication of permission. 


Despite the strong family feeling, a husband only occasionally 


all 10 


-s- 


. ‘ “ ry 
shows his affection openly for his wife. When ordinary dis- 


agreement arises between them, neither brooks any interference 
“by others. Scalia consent gives the father the right to dies 
cipline his children and even his wife. "Like a good eeanen. 
she should be cared for properly; like a hat she should be 
' kept straight; like a mule dennis be given plenty, of work and 
occasional beatings. Above all, she should be kept in her place 


as a subordinate, for there is no peace in the house where a 
“17 


woman leads her husband,' 
The mother rules the homé merely as’ an interpreter of 
her husband's wishes; even when he does not deserve.it, she 


loves and obeys,him. She has two other outstanding functions: 


- 


to select wives for her sons-and ‘to hold the family purse. She 
Salen change both of ee husband's earnings and those of her un- 
niente children. Each child gives according to his ability 
and is furnished with funds at the proper time according to his 
needs. The daughter's dqwry becomes the joint responsibility 


of the father and the brothers. The mother huys al] the pro- 


visions for tha hen and all the clothing. Regardless of ad- 
vance age, the mother does not yield her position to her eldest 


. 


son's wife, but the latter does the bulk of the work. The obed- 


ience and submission of the daughter-ih-law is the price of fam- 


, 
‘ 


ily accord. 


All the sons in a family afe regarded as more important 

social assets than girls. The primary basis:for it. seems to be 
f . 

the dowry system, which makes eveyy daughter represent a debt 


3: f -that sooner or later must be pass. tye prevedence given boys 


| oS 1 - RR 
ae og oe o a Ne ; ; ie a4. : * 7 é i> t 


: over their sisters in family relationships is also explained. ’ va 


ap. fitting them -for their future positions as husbands and 


fathers’ in this strongly Sees group. Boys on firis 


jan schools and public ed are carefully kept separate, oe 
4 3 
“gheir preparation for marriage is ques different. - The auceaes a a 


ance of heterosexual interest” a" males “8 ci recognized. 
t 


Instead ennueee bet lives of abil are marked by careful sur- 


“ves iiance and always MAGEE hexe ‘mother! s Sekehert eye, other- art 1 
.« . ‘ 


wise both would ‘be criticized and lose status. Typically 


ee 


"honor? means: 'chastity' for girls and fidelity for the married 


women.: The set af ‘taboos that enforce chastity upon women and 
espectally unmarried girls set them a a lofty pedestal. above 
the passions that admittedly sweep the nameubtne world. * The é Lo 


. 


only physical trait generally thought indispensable in a mar- : a 
riageable girl is slenderness, since "fat women are sterile..” 
Provided whe is chaste, a girl can generally find Cie kind of . : 2) 
“-husband. Girls via are not virgins at the time: of marriage can, 
be vepalinesd by their husbands. The matter‘ of wirginity -1s 


checked-upon by the e mother-in-law and sometimes also by the girl's 


‘ 


own ,mother on the morning following the éonsummation of the mar- 

riage. Examination of the sheet on the bridal bed is the test. 

A bride re Laueed upon as a field ready for lansing ‘and. the _con- 

dition of the field is the chief coneeen, With such ideas of oe 4 


‘seclusion, chaperonage, virginity, fecundity, and feminine phy- 
* TT ge ee ef 


sique fully sanctioned by society, a girl has her.’career pretty 


well mapped up for her. + 


% 


ee 


~ 


The nuclear family is a social group with centrifugal 


~ tendencies; at marriage children establish new, households apart 


from either set of /parents.° A local proverb advises: s “TE you 
wish a haves life, stay away from your relatives." Sexual con-* 
eiderations and romantic love play little part in the selection 
of one's partner ‘in \tfe. The prospective rere is allowed 


: i 
to “mee” his. ‘fiance,’ without kissing or touching, only three 
evans etteds the engagement announcement and the “marriage, and 


. 


never alone., ‘The bonds of affection that keep man and wife to- 
gether are thus formed after marriage in the making and main- 


taining of a home and family. s ~ 3% 
er Z A 


Closely associated with each nuclear family are first 


cousins and godparents of each of the members. Godparental ties 


are forged at the time of baptism, confirmation, and marriage. 


* The godparent is, ideally, treated with deference, His or her 


‘specific obligation to a gddchild is to set a moral example, 


‘The godparent is the only one outside the family. circle in whom 


the child may confide. Although the girl is very seldom coerced 


. “& - *. . \ 
into marrying a man she dislikes, sometimes she succeeds” in: pick- 


. ’ . ' 
ing the candidate, confiding her choice to her godmother who 
por a . ‘ 
goes to his mother, If the man's mother thinks well of the 


match, the girl's pdrents are then brought into the matter, and 


the size of the dowry discussed. With all parties concerned sat- 


- 


isfied, the matter is ‘finally settled. The ambition of every 
. b re) > 


> 


mother is to see-her-daughters married as the cengauanc’ oe of 


i) her mission, before har death. Men assert that a wife might al-- 


ways be found atusuhivas ‘When a couple eias the details of their 


. : , 2 13 


we 
’ 


marriage, they - choose their witnesses with the greatest care, 
for these two aurobattextty became godparents to their first 
born. Althdugh the ggdparenthood refers to ties that are spir- 
itual rather ial ' Blood, often it refers to a combined relat- 


ionship, since godparents are frequently the brother and the | 
; sister of the baby's eesentar In any case, godparental ties 
are of great significance. The most exceptional power atert= 
.buted to the godparenthodd is that chilaven inherit personality 
factors from these spiritual parpfte, despite the extent to which 
such patterns conflict with the niiaeeats own conceptions of 
themselves. 5 . 
‘ ‘The close diiactountite of family seein in the eyes of 
: the community makes‘the actions of each'of thé greatest concerg 
e to’all, especially because of. their bearing upon the marriage- 
j sbitiey of each. The southern Italian, in fact’, ‘shows concern « 


over issues which affect him vitally, ‘or the wellbeing of his A 


immediate family, bug he shows almost pathological distrust to- 


~~ 


ve 


ward persons outside of the small circle of the family of prb-~ 


creation, although he distrusts least those w o live within the 


> 


sound of the local church bell. "You can tru t members of your ‘ 


; ' { ; j 
.own family first, relatives second, Sicilians\third, Italians 
a . : ie i ‘ 18, ~ ON gs 
fourth, and forget about the rest of them.” This "campanil- > : 


Me 


ismo’ finds particular expres ites tn the strormg societal iaitian 


‘on marrying eeeanee the immediate cémmunity: The SOG EAEENS 


PEEEESE whoatd at pene be ceown to each other's relatives. Assoc~— 


fated with this ‘type of family organization is interfamily antag- 
onism manifested particuiarly in: the jealotsly of ptoperty rights 


j 
’ . 
. . 


. ta 14 t 


. 
oe 
e 


. ‘Endicewsa by eRaborate marks of ownership. Those who are not 
in the family circle ice regarded with fear and bon etiiey, be- 
cause the preatet access an individual has to one's house the 
‘more of a threat he represents. : 

Although individuals act as if theiv social world were 

circumscribed by the nucléar family, they are eaqaives to rely 
on many others bes fides parents and siblings. The clustering of 
anxiety and disaffection around extrafamilial relations can be 
nnetapee’ ae a product of the incongruity between the instru- 
mental social techniques they learn in order to manage others. 
of their family and the social edivironment with which they really 
have to cope. The structure of the family is inextricably asdoc- 
‘fated with the structure of the society of which it is a part. 
‘But in qouthern Italy‘to a _large degree the whole social system 
and the a ae coincide. The family sentiment is pract- 
ically the only sentiment with a social contents The nuclear 


family is.a Slosely knit organization within which the’ larger 


family solidarity is fostered and handed down from generation ( 


to generation. The family is a small universe, an inclusive 


. 


social world. Only in this environment predictability and mute 
ual trust nalgn supreme. Upon the death ails father, for ex- 
ample, relatives assume moré or tase cheerfully the job of help- 

- ing the widow and orphans. The only people obliged to cant shelter 
vin the poor house. are those pathetic persone who have no family. 
The unity of society is the shamEly ndt the individual, and samy 

ico da sive the individual his status and guarantee a mea- 


ae of pecurity. One, does. mot so much ‘achieve’ anything as 


« . : . 


‘obtains') something in south Italy. An individual's destiny 
‘ is predetermined by being born into a family that owns land 


or into,one that does not. His or her fortune is predetermined 
. ’ 


. 


by the inability to earn a livelihood sufficient to achieve the 


» 


cultural symbols pertinent to upward mobility. Absence of the 
ae e { ‘ - e- . 


means th acquire those symbols of status places an effective 

. satiius on the upward mobility. That ceiling blocks aspirations 
efor enhanced prestige throughout the rural areas of southern 
Italy. “Individuals, therefore, cannot be viewed anawks Peon 


their nuclear family. The. bonds of their soefal responsibilities 


. 


. are circumscribed. by the advantage of their nuclear family, as 


if they were following this rule: "Maximize the material short- 
?- 


> 


run advantage of the nuclear family; _ assume that all others will 


e ‘ 
- * 


do tacit sala Goodness and badness exist for them mainly in 

. connection with two statuses, chat of ‘parent’ and that se Sent 

| as sider-who-may-affect-the-fasily.' - 
, The southern Italian culture has clearly a unifying focus 

properly characterized as ‘'familism,' which seems to be the ethos . 
of peasantry. But Edward C. Banfield is not Siatitiea in qualify- 
ing this familism as “amoral," because in‘the psycho-cultural 
“and economic context in which southern Italians are,now consid- 
es that is the only pas thte sondney. Neither is there 
evidence to extend fami kism to prove the gacnouqertetoad absen- 

C teeism of southern veaeacas However, Banfield's central argu- 
ment that the ethos or Weltanschauung of the southern Italian 


community is centered around the family is accepted by most social 


4 “16° 
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Figure 2 


° 
2 . 
‘ . 


THE SOUTHERN ITALIAN hs ycHO-MORAL FAMILISTIC SYSTEM* 


READ: P; 
As Area of Obedience & Dedication 1. Father : 
B= Solidarity 2. Mother , A 
c= " " Pidelity & Generosity 3. Brothers, Sisters, Grandparents, 
De " * Respect others members of the family 
J es? “s : A. Friends 


5. The “others” - "forestieri" or 
strangers - not hostile to the — 
family(equal or holding religious, 
SERDLASTS Es political authority). 


"Adapted from P. G. Granec, Personalita' Giowantie in Transizione (zurich? 
Pas-Verlag, 1964), p.55. 
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scientists. The individual is sociahly and interiorly organ- 

\ 
ized around the family, which determings status, roles and values 
for him. His pérsonality develops out of, and is sustained by, 


his essentially familistic orientation (Figure 2). Familism 


i 
.* 


as referring to a kind of central pervasive psychic-interest 
sie and cultural value emanating from the family system is summarized 


in Figure co 7 
’ The young man (10) - finds himself inserted in a closed 
familistic system that includés the four areas of obedience and 
dedication, solidarity, fidelity and ensareaite., and ceupact, 

. which are centered around the parental: figures demanding a spec- 
ific moral behavior. The whole system is seen by thé wuhect ro- 
tate. atound the father's figure to whom is granted the right of so 
utilizing all’ the components of the system - including the figures 
in. authority - for the inbapeat and, eventually, the defense of 
the family, Part of the psycho-moral familistic system are also 
the fiance’ (lei) une the. invisible world of the supernatural ‘ 
realities, that consecrate and&sanctton on the level of the abso- 


’ 
lute, the moral familistic relationships. 


. V+ 6 
. 


IIE. The itereenerational Process from Familism 
toward Individualfem. 


a . The geographical mobility of the population is a per-~ 
“manent fact. Today, every young man is jn a state of migration 

. - even if he does not go away remains tn an environment of cal- 
_ tural and, Sharer ares personality change. And yet migration 
had many onusval consequences for the southern EASES pea- 
sant. He teak a great deal of his background, in which old , ws 
evuntry conditions favored development of a fixed, closed’ 
and puedinces beatisaets system of culturai forms, He left 
this closed community for an open and impersonal one. 

Since integration is a matter of generations, the main- 

tenance of family solidarity in the first ganerstacn should 
assist the integration pEuenes in the second. The siewenvsnde 
i ‘etiewest: ‘plorelian during the firet generation’ ‘should offer 
greater prospects of sxcenntacios the“ultimate merging during 
the second and third ganebakiun: But the study of immigrants 


. assimilation would remain on its most superficial level if it 
stops at pluralistic iptegration as the node of coaptation pf 
migrant grdupe in industrial societies. Immigrants are not <7 7 

just things or sategerioa of eartous sexes and ages and cul- 

tures and economic systems, but they are odnietaond humag beings, 
“grappling with the anxieties and pleasures of life in a new 

eovtd.” ie the process of adjustment, which is a very slow 

process of growth without sudden jumps, the central a es is 


‘the personality equilibrium of the individual, ‘As shown in. the 


second section of this paper, in the southern Italian familistic 
j oo. ; 
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system the individual is alienated. The dimension of kinship 
seems to absorb the dimension of man. This is in contrast with 
the 'a-familistic' individualism of the urban industrial Amer- 
ican society. The webct values of peasant southern Ital- 
dans, for example, ate in contrast with those of the American 


middle-class family toward which the I€alian Americans are 


moving in the acculturation process (Table 1). 


TABLE 1 


CONTRASTING VALUE ORIENTATIONS: ITALIAN-AMERICANS AND ANGLQ-AMERICANS* 


Italian-American | Subjugation to Collateral 
. Fis Nature 


Anglo-American Mastery over Future’ Doing Individualistic 
. Nature 


- — 
' 


*Adapted from J. Spiegel, Tranbactions: “The Interplay between 


Individual, Family, and Society (New York: Science House, 1972), 
pp- 140-309. ‘ 


~ 


This brief sketch of the two value orientations profiles reveals 
¢ 
the extent of the cultural gap that confronts Italian families. 
* ‘ 


when.they arrive in the United States. It takes’ a long time be- 
“ 


fore the process of acculturation makes much of a change in the 


Italian's value system. As the shift takes place, however, the 


spouses in these families often find themselves in conflict with 


. ‘ 
each other because of the shift to the American value orientation 


has been unequal. Although some American values have been partly 
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adopted, the old native patterns have not been wholly relinqui- 
shed. In a strange situation, as in a foreign land, lack of 


prior experience makes culturally appropriate roles difficult 


ts achieve and the obsérver does not knidw how to define the 
situation. This produces an internal ambiguity or malinte- 
gration of values within the individual. We can, then assume 
that familism can be taken as a cultural scheme integrating 
the personality of southern Vealien immigrants. ee 
the alienation and other psychological crises experienced by 
southern Italian immigrants arose primarily out of their fam- 
ilistic poameneit¢y orientation. Thus, only ‘by reintegrating 
‘and’ restructuring ogee personalities in the direction of en- 
hancing their ale hn of the human person and of) personal 
values could these immigrants overcome their crises. But was 
the necessary transition of the family system toward a new in- 
tegration\reflecting the changes going on in society a conscious 
effort of moving from ‘familism' toward Py distinctive individ- 
weliin chetactericed by solidarity which arises out of collab- 


oration for the good of the community or was it- toward a "splen- 


did {volationt" s 


A transition did take place in the transplanted southern 


Italian family. As where 'la miseria' - the degraded and im- 


. 


provished condition of the peasant and his humiliation in the 


| 
fact of it - was intensified, the old traddétions in Gidaeoline’ 


of family life were strengthened, so where industrialization and ° 


a chance of upward mobility have developed, a more modern and 


* . 
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progressive family culture has evolved. T southern Italian 
peasants who migrated to- the United States in the eats 1900's 
were proletarian villagers unaccustomed to urban indistrifal- 
ed Their adjustment. in this totally new physical, iia eel 
weed cultutal nee was “gutéed by re eee customs and 
laws that were syited to the former wfme and place. w Firet- 

and second-generation southern Italian Americans in urban ghettos 
were in effect ‘villagers’ in that their familism was: derived 
from their ethnic background. The degrees of loyalty to one's ° 
fanity Col lowed a kind of genetic progression. The slow and 
complicated movement of the first- and second-generation Ital- 
ian families away Sina eee southern Italian pattern ant Kanuia 


_the contemporary American faffily "type" can be better visual- 


ized in the simple form of Table 2. 


1. First-Generation Southern Italian Family in’ America 
‘ . ( bs 


23 
The first-generation southern Italiah family anbeties 


es atte contact and Conflict stages in the procegs of 

culturation. This is a family in’ transition, zarks a con- 
siderable Gulindec and conflict. The very fact of physical 
separation from’ the parental didi wad illage culture, the 
necessity to wink alas for chs housewife outside.of the home 


* \ , - 
for wages and to ‘operate with a somewhat strange and foreign 


F ‘environment and tools, urban ecalogical conditions, and, above 
: on Ya 


all, the children "going American" produce,the tncipient uneas- 


iness among southern Italian immigrants, But the main source 

of conflict is their familistic culture contrasting with the : 

‘ r ~ Pe: ae 22 : : - F 
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DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE SOUTHERN ITAL AN@PEASANT FAMILY IN ITALY 
, GENERATION ITALIAN FAMILY IN AMERICA® 


soutnera gaitan, tessa 
Bawity Italy 


A. Weneral Characteristics: 
+> l., Patriarchal 
2's Stationary, 
.3/ Active community life 
~ 4), Children live for pa- 
rents 
$. wMany fauily celebra- 
tions | 
/6. Strong in-group so- 
i lidarity 
7. Many children. 
B.:Roles and Statuses: 
1. Father has high sta- 
- tus 
2. Mother center of home 
.only; dees not work 
for wages 
3. Women are educated for 
. marriage only 
Cc. Interpersonal Relations: 
1.. Husband & wife must 
‘ not show affection 
2. Boys are superior to 
girls. 
3. Selecti6n of mate _ 
: by parents — 
‘4, ‘Must marry.someone 
‘ in the same village 
5. Dowry rights 
* 6.° No birth control 
‘7, Sex matters are not 


'. discussed in famtly 


No divorce allowed 
Desertion is rare 
Family provides a 
‘ specific way of life 


_ tAdapted from Paul J. Campisi; Seshaae Family tavternd”* 


_ States," American Journal of ‘Sociology, 


Table 2 


lst Generation Southern [Italian 
Family in America 


Fictitiously patriarchal 
Mobile 


Active in Italian neighborhood 
Children live for themselves 


Few family celebrations 
Weakened in-group solidarity 
Fair number of children 


Father loses high status @ 
Mother may work for wages and _ 
belongs to: some cluhs 


Women receive some formal 
“education. 7 . . 


They tolerate it in Murried 
children 
poe. are regarded as, supartan 


Siientton of mate by Aindivi- 
dual, with parental consent . 
At least same region and_ 
religion ; 

No dowry - 

Some birth Control 

Not discussed in ently" 


Not ‘allowed, 
Desertion is rare. 


; salen is ,in conflict | 7 


537444-446, 


‘but some de divorce 


AND THE FIRST AND SECOND: 


tnd Generation Seutkars Italian 
rantty in Americ'a 


Tends to be democratic 
High degree of mobility 
Active dn American community. 
Parents live for children | ; 


Christmas and Thanksgiving only 


Little tn-group solidarity 


Few children 


Father shares hts status with family . 
_ 7 


° 


Mother réserves time for much 
social life and work for wages 


i dima ate on general education 


7% 


Husband & wife may be demon- 
strative 

Still regarded as superior, but 
girls have high status* also ~ 
Selection of mate by individual 
regardless of parental consent 
Increasing marriages outside 
nationality and religion : 
No dowry 

Birth control is the rule 


? Increasingly. discusses in family 


N 
& 


Religion forbids it, but 1a practiced: 


Desertion is rare ° 


. Family reflects confused American 
situation, but ria wei a ce a ceuaisialins 


The Italian Family in the United 
May Py 1948. 
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eumrgiaig: of people's new. awareness of themselves as they begin: 


t% think of themselves’ as indewitwate, ’ ?.; 

- Familism colbrs the value- orientation ai the first-gen- 
carton southern Italian ivnieenaee, Values moze -connected 
‘with the familistic orientation remain mostly substantially 
unchanged, while other values evolve more rapidly. When fame 
ilistic values are central in the motivation of ‘actors;' their 
reles ,tend to cawitnn the ileal ate gind expansion of. the fam- 
ioc dist of the individual within the reel in-group. The’ trad- 
itional heritage serves as ideological function for the indiv- 

‘ tduals of that’ society. ‘The ae behavior of the young 
doce. wat 2 pany proporttopally to the evolution and growth’ of 
“the- findividual , but it remains substantially “the ‘expectation’ 


' (that is, anyone ‘who does mgt haves the status of 


of a. ‘minor, 
the head-of~the-family), whose behavior must be’ determined by. 
sdcio-fanilistic responsibilities, The individual is'a function 
of'the family... He totally depends from the parental aurhority. 
= Atatification of his sexual impulses must be pies ac- 
cording to the Fundantubal criterion of the fanily Later es 5S s 
Ais. scholastic Aci erenents his job, or his fiancée are valued 
in view of a better.' iieatiton’ or 'honor' of: the family and - 


fe 


interpersonal relationships outside of the family's nucleus 
sah. 


are almost eliminated. . 4 

It becomes increasingly difficult to play these roles. 
ina milieu different from the traditional one, of a closed and: 
stationary society. In such a society chet eneleuument ,"etidich* * 


is cultural continuity with,the family, seals the individual >, 
: 7 , , e mS 


; 


from suggestions extraneous to his ideological patrimony ang 


strengthens the normative system of the family through general 


‘ 


Conrorat es ‘and public ‘dishonor’ -afféecting the-deviant from 7 
tie! expected". role. _ But in the open, dynamic, pluralistic “~ 


and urban American society site individual soon finds “himself - 


2 * 


SPs: 
ita ‘a -psycho- moral conflict, with a to une essential roles, 


because ‘the authentically individualistic anvieounedt pushita’, 


San 


tieasd ae independent and ogocenrstiaiicction of the roleg 
: |. 


an 


of the yeling yerewdtding with social prestige the eventual praee 


Ma gression of: the* parental form of role. Unfamiliar with the 


_ autonomous and rational .decision-making process and without 


’ 


“the framework of a set of superior values, immigrants keenly 
" ° 4 “ 
ear a ‘moral Anpetance: under a strong instinctual: pres- 


rengthened. by a ‘stimulating environment. Its consequences 

ae > 

Jlare. “anxiety, insecurity and crisis. 

Agen oy. 8 
ne practice’ of eourt@hip ‘by, individuals and the selec- 

tion of mates ‘on the basis of Seasntte love, regarded as an — 

alienable right in the new society create some of the most ser- 
; ; \ x 


* tous disagreements Within the family, which 'expects" that any’ 


dating has its conclusion in marriage; and finds it difficult ae 


to. understand chil hacehcks girl who puts. herself only on.a purely 
friendly level. The problans imposed in Italian girls by the 
greater fevesion of association with the other. sex are met with -- 
little more to guide them than Rhee Tnakhigs.' traditional ad- 
monitions. | the stigma ‘on: exogamy has not been. forgotten, but 


it starte re down,’ because a man and a girl become snearadened 
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while working in the same place of business. Jn sharp con- 

trast is the American conception of marriage as "companionate" \ 
- * and = service to the spouses, in the southern Italian a oe 

ture marriage is considered a familistic institution, It is 


° 


structured With the goal of contribution to the réalization of 


® 4 


the essen 1 functions of the family, as an in-group:. its 


"physical and cultural peor, perpetuation in the child- 
‘ve, ite social and material rise. The ‘conjugal. link is, : 
- i " therefore, infrangibly welded to the intratfamily solidarity; 
separation and divorce become unthinkable.: That solidarity 
. x will psychologically continue even after death, because every- 
ar must be done or marnesty saeutibtced a ken 3k “two to- = 
gether.” Besides, the eoudornd dyad is: ‘unbalanced! toward the 
male pole:. the wife has always, -at the end, to give in to the 
husband's opinion, although nace are degrees in acceptance the 
_ old mores. When a woman questions the authority of her father 
or busbend, her waywardness is blamed on lack of discipline dur-~ 
ing. her ‘childhood. But the diocipling, of children in this coun~ 
try is controlled by laws. Tepe een of the first generation and 
eed seins both know this and are influenced by it. The 
: southern “realfen has not yet ndjuatee to this situation ade- 
quately, either by dice lapten new noe for inculcation the 
s discipline society expects, or by learning those currently con- 
ceived in- America as the correct devices for child training. 
The children thus grow up with less sense of the significance - 
e of social lavs than did their parents. Irrational method of 
indoctrination through repetition of the nore and its fixation. 


eae a revard-punishment system of the temeaavenead’ southern 
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. phase is marked by: isolation, aqd anomie.- Immigrants lack ex- 


a ie tes 


= e * 


Italian immigrant father “is of little use to his children 
° . ‘ : * 24 
in their effort to adjust to a new world." 
: > 
In this transition from the stagnant, gregarious, and 


rural sociocultural system of South Italy to the dynamic, in- 


dtyidualistic and urban American system, inter-cultural and 
é - . x 
inter-generational conflict ahd changes intermingle, but i 
: “a ‘ 
is possible to detect a psychological dynamics of the social. 


‘ . ; a ; 
integration of the southern Italian immigrant family, ‘The first 


perience’ of social interaction ou 
é _ 


ide of the family. They: r 


are bewildered at the 'desecration*\of the family values, and. 


- 


are forced, in a defensive move, to e-evaluate their own trad- 


itional values, but without avoiding the weakening of their norm~. 


ative character. “They uncritically accept new norms not as 


values internally bounding but as procedures_er ian teainkat 
indicatians; ‘deeply they remain achored in. the set of inter- 
nalized familistic values. * This behavioristic incoherence has 
functional reasons not always clear, and is always accompanied 
with anxiety, sense of guilt, and tendency of ‘returning.’ 


¢ ‘ 


Change. or cultural adjustment takes place in the effort of syn- ’ 


thesizing the old and new values. Frustrations, privations, and 


loss of self-respect deriving from ldving inva new society with . 


the culture! instrument of-the ‘old country, generate an aware~ ” spe 
ness of limitations of one's own values and a thrust to adopt \ 
Mew ones. Such adjustment takes place in a selective way, that 
is, according to the dispositions of the changing personalities 
of the interacting cultures. While aes$imflation is smooth and . 

° ¢ - . ; 

ats . P 28 ‘ : . ¢ 
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t) ‘ ; 
fast on the level of economic progress, education, equality 


. and order, it is much’more difficult for the southern Ital-: 


~ ~ 


fan immigrant to accept the individualistic spirit of the Amer- 


ican culture with the "independence of wotfen and children,’ 


. 


a spirit which opposes on all levels the southern Italian 
spirit of gregatiou pendence from the family, ‘For him to 
focus the ee ae values -level is a:cultural heresy. 
But is it possible in an industrial society to keep non-inte- 


grated the level of economic instrumentation and the level of 


goals? 


Culture is, in tdcé, a function of the social systen 


that it serves. For southern Igalian immigrants from a fam-. 


$4 


ilistic society coming into an individualistic a-familistic 


culture, a: thrust to change their: familistic culture becomes a 
Sanur peal necessity. In reality, -the process of change starts- 
from the ‘periphery toward the nucleus of family relations. ; 
Young male southern Italian iii” admit that it is pos- 
sible to change the ‘Italian’ ideal of the family. The qual-. 
ivtas they like to see in their future wife are more personal 

than related to the family, and most of them would like to equally 
share authority in the family. Some agree that the wife can vork 
outside of the family. Although de facto almost all women are 


engaged in factory or industrial work, the ‘spirit’ is still 


familistic. There ia,, again, a dychotomy between cultural norm 


and behavior., The work of women outside of the family does not 
mean the agceptance of women's rights to ‘expand’ in the social 
and professional life, but it means to take advantage of a mir- 

29 : 
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aculous occasion to help the ‘progress’ of the family.s' Most » ¥ 
immigrants overcame the old eouthien Italian model of ‘restric- as 


t tion, or even segregation, of girls to the house. However, the 


{ evolution does not notch the essence of the familistic cultural 
model, because,almost all not only still admit the discriminating‘ 


distinction between Gan and woman in the rights to social life, - 


. + .but uphold-the necessity of a social control, denying to women 


the exercise of an gutonomous responsibility. So, in spite of 


some practical compromises and certain inaoherwae forms of be- 

havior, the sauananee bea its Tioceine spirit! of a familistic 

; culture still remains. Its persistence is related to the whole 
acehie wovbite: “Itis not fle family directly involved, but the 
entire socio-economic system which conditions the family's fun- 
etions. Such a system originated thas wal tten <1 because it 
forced the family to completely assume the obligation of pro- 
tecting and serving the individual, in conditions of such stru-_ 
etural isolation and socio-economtc precariousness that it called 
for a concentration of the family on primary needs and its author- 


itarian and depersonalizing 'polarization' of all its members 


for survival., ‘ 


* ' 


‘ 


2. Second-Genergtion Southern Italian Family in America, 


Many students of the second- and third-géneration Italian 


American family see in it patterns of organization and orienta- 


tion similar to those\of strong patriarchy in the medieval Ital- 


dan family, add of obedience to tradition in the southern Italian 


' ‘a - 


24 . 


families, They describe the patterns of family structure 
. among Italian Americans as initially patriarchal; in subsequent 
7 , generations, as rPelian Americans become assimilated, they would 


begin to internalize American family norms and generate the kind 


of matricentric aceaais | structure-characteristic of American 


family life. oy \ 


The range of class and regional differences among Amer- < 


ys ~ 


ican’ family patterns seems to preclude significant statements 


-“ of central tendency presupposed by that oversimplified view, 

“wh {eh does ot Eake Into Cons {deration the parttarpturatt sxe 
of jueticha. w6ckery. "On one hand, we do not yet have measures 

coaceniien of the centrality and durability of ethnicity in the eaveeiales. 3 
ities of Bidvicune, On the other hand, we do not fully know 
the extent of influence ethnicity has had on American family . 
cionece From undergoing researches it seems to emerge 
that among Italian-American families there exists simultane- 
ously a patriarchal and matriarchal family authority structure. . 
The patriarchy is pubis and conscious, the matriarchy is 'hid- * 
den' and unconscious. The authority of the father appears to 
be one of verbalizing final decisions, but the home is the domain 


‘ 
of the wife. She attempts in every way to reduce any disagree+ 
. 4 . 


ments to questions about the household where ake has juris- 
diction, and she points out to the husband that as the father . 
of the family it is his obligation to command what is right, , 
but she points out what the right thing is. Thus, she avoids. 


face-to-face confrontation and power conflict which enables her 


to maintain publicly and consciously her convictions and belief 
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in-a patriarchal system while at the same time actually re- 


taining power. The father is ‘the legitimate authority who has 

a certain amount of: power, but the influences of industriali- 

zation and urbanization have served to decrease the degree of 

power of the patriarch. The father rules according to ideals 

and law. However, theeideals are established by the family, 

and the law is what is taken _ members of the family as 

being the right thing to do. On the other hand, the traditional 

affiliation ‘of Italians with Roman Catholicism serves to streng- . 

then the authority of the father in the-famtly>—the-fact-that—-————— 
children in this adult-centered family are not planned affects . 

= the way in which parents relate to- them, andthe methods. by ciioad 
miuel they bring them up without Being eouveraad with 'devel- 
oping’ them. Second-generation parents have accepted the need 


’ 


for education, but they - like their own parents - have contin- P 
ued to maintain the traditional demand that within the foveal 
the child must obey parental rules. The adolescenct however, . 
does not accept the traditional pattern, and searches for ‘action’ 
which generates a state of quasitohypactic pnktenast enabling 

os sik individual to feel that he is in control both of his own 
drives and of the environment, It.allows him to forget that he 
is living in a routine-seeking world, where ‘they,’ that is, the 


‘ 
TEREASP- ESET SEE adults,' make and enforce most of the rules. The 


4 
second-generation Ttalian is apt to{choose his wife for reasons 
other than thrift, industry and knob edge of housekeeping. ‘Sen- 


timent plays a part to a degree unknown before, but to the girl's 
. : ¥% 
parents the American innocent freedom of dating seems a ‘wild’ 


e . e 
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behavior threatening their family honor. Coeducation has. par- 


ticularly devastated the old taboos on social intercourse be- 


. 


tween boys and girls, and the traditional southern Italian be- 


lief that sexual intercourse is unavoidable. when a man and a 


woman are by themselves. The barriers between male and female?’ * 


. 


: ‘ ay: Aves # 
are translated into a "marital relationship that can be best * 


described as 'segregated,' as distinguished from the ‘joint’ 7 
relationship that characterizes the middle-class family. There 
w is less communication ‘ea cotiversation between husband an wife ~ 
—-———-—-and-much_less-gratification of emotional _needsofone-spouse—— 
by the other. These functions are handled by other neakave of 
the extended family. But families are smaller among second-gen- 
eration southern Italians than — their parents. Women of 
the first-generation became pregnant every year or so, because 
of’ the passive and subordinate condition of the wife and of the 
seveneri of religious taboos against any interference with sex 
iwoulse. Children do not appear so frequently in the second- . 
generation Italian families. The percentage of children for 
Italian women in the 1910 rarese 2m 6, while in the 1940 census, 
the percentage is winat ac However, the high Sevundity of 
Italian women before 1920 is not ons due to familism, but also 
to the biological selection of immigrant wémen and to their high 
and early marriageability. - After 1920 there is a rapid and con- 
tinuous diminution due to the transition from a peasant environ- 
ment to an industrial and urban one, but the astonishing rapid-— 


ity with which the transition acted upon Italian women has further 


33 


> 


s reasons. The First World War - except during the lustrum 1920- 


25 - stopped, mass immigration. The economic crisis of the 
1930 made it difficult for the working class to' have children 
and favored the propagation of afti-conceptional methods. To 


the working class belangs the second-generation immigrants, who 


“as ‘foreigners’ were the first to be laid off from their jobs. 


7 ‘ 
During the period between the two World Sa there is, then, 
a strong,tendency in the Italian immigrant group to conform 


very rapidly’ to the fecundity level prevailing in the American .. 


——-—-population.In this sense, in the span n of twenty years, the 


‘demographic assimilation of the Italians seemg to be complete, 
echoing to census statistics. But that this implies an equally 
complete and definitive acceptance of the new customs and of new 


conceptions of the meaningsand function of the family, is only 


.an hypothetical induction.’ After the 1936, American statistics 


ceased to present data of births distinguishing by groups of 
re 
inuigracte, and there are no data at all about births of the 


second-generation of immigrants, which data would be essential ( 


to’ assess the demographic assimilation of the Italian group. 


The individual of the second-generation is, in fact, 
socialized under a dual influence of American and Italian cul-" 
ture. Consequently, he ie in a state of psychological conflict. F “ 
"The second-generation Itgfian cannot escape from being a member 
of American society and from being constantly shown that he will 
be punished, or will not be rewarded, by his fellow Americans 
for behaving like an Italian. The [Italian part of is “oumeny ty 


. 


likewise demands that individuals conform to certain norms if 
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they are to be accepted as members of the group, and rewards 
29 “ 
“individuals for living as members ae the group" The second-. 


Ps generation southern Italians react to this conflict in differ- 
ent ways. They tend to adjust either by completely abandoning 


any tie with the southern Italian heritage and passing for an 
. bs . ue 


American, but this.is rare; or by gradually shaping the stru- 


, “cture and functions of the family in accordance with the con- 


« -e 


temporary urban American type of family,.but intimate communi- 
cation with parental househdld and with immigrant relatives is 
maintained, and this ig the most representative type; or by 


orienting inward toward an Italian way of life, but this, is 


+ 
very rare. 


om ee ~ vo 
’ a . s . 


, a) the ‘rebel reaction’ to nationality problems involves 


a. predominance in the individual of the tendency to achieve.com- 


’ plete acceptance by ‘the American group by ‘ridding himself of 
‘ . vy a 
. : en Te . He. . 
habits and associations that mark him as Italian. The "rebel 
fad 


. 


°. LF 
reaction' is found im an expressed preference for non-Italian 
¢ . a, * é 


* girls, by marrying’ &ther a girl who is not of Italian descent 
a? . . 
* “or’one of Ttalian descent but who is, like himself, a rebal ¢ 


“ 


“4 against etn ‘ection group. They desire to sever Tteattag affil- 


= a 


dations with their parents and of sala and their expgetations. 

They tend not to turn over their pay to their parents as ex-- 
‘pected by southern Italian family structure; but mostly the in- 
dividual is willing to accept the frustrations imppsed by ad- 
herence to this trait rather than suffer the frustrations that 


’ « 
. . ee 


would result from arousing his parents hatred. In accordance 


= 2 86. 


where 


. 


od wg , 
ee -_ m 


with American pattern of family ‘organization he is determined 
4 . a 


- pot to dominate his wife but to have a relationship of equality 


€ % v 
with her, in his planning to jive their children fuld inform- 


. 


despite group barclece, the individual continues his/effort to 
become thoroughly American. 
“ 
b The ‘in-group reaction’ strives to reso/lve the con- 
flict brought about by the donditions of acculturation by accept- 
‘ing and confirming the affiliation with the Italians as a dis- 


tinctive group within American society. The 


-groupers show 


a greater tendency to go out with Italian gifls, but they do 


not restrict themselves entirely to them, /Girls from other 


nationalities are generally supposed to ovide more gratifi- 


catiogpgin a casual relationship than Italian girls. But the 


. 


‘in-groupers’ prefer an Italian wife, because they think it widll 


‘be better for them and for the family, to which they feel strong 


loyalty. They usually Settee Eta Italian custom to turaths over 
their entire pay to their ceveites although they resent patea< 
archal rule. The tradition of large families is not sustained, 
"Barriers are imposed by the American group against the attain- 
want of full membership ig it by a second-generation Italian. 
These barriers do not lose their character as barriers when the 
in-group reaction is adopted. The individuel.is not actively 


striving for pefsonal affiliation with the American group, but he 
~~? ‘ 
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‘ 1 . . ; 
.is striving for the dominance in American society of the Ital- ~ 
t » Ss ° 


fan group with whiclhe has affiliated himself. Barriers set 
up” against..individual attainment in American society constitute 
wind beeciers against the tise in étatus of the Italians as a 
group. ‘Thus they eenaia a threat to the inated ts feeling 
tgs of status and security, for that is gaining in part through 

his identification with the rete To the extent that a 


‘person is striving for acceptance by Americans, his affiliation 


with the Italian group is a barrier. The 'rehel' responds to 


that barrier by hostility toward the Italian group. It is 
ereo paparetrett-aptinnitmenessoweandcenet remanent tatheshtnstrenis esata te teiptny 
: quite possible, Irving L. Child stated in his gtudy of male 


= second-generation Italians in New Haven, Connecticut, that 


ae ne nga Oy 


tet the hostility of the in-grouper.toward other nationalities 


represents a displacement of the aggression that is felt against 


- 
. 


‘the. Italian group as a barrier. 


é » ¢ ‘ ? 
_¢) The’ “apathetic reaction' involves the attempt of * 


the individual to remove himself from the conflict situation, by 


de-emotidnalizing the symbols and facts relating to nationality 


by an attempt. to deny the personal significance of the soc- 
detal ‘and cultural conditions to which the individual is re- 
. sponding. ‘In the course of this retreat the emotional signi- 
eaten of the facts and symbols of nationality grouping is 
blurred and diminished, There is an effort at a compromise 
solution of the conflict, The apathetic individuals do not show 
. ‘any marked canthenen.t0 restrict their social life with women to 


either Italian or non-Italian girl friends. Nationality makes 


no difference in considering a possible wife, although they 


. . ‘ 37 o 


— 


. prefer an Italian vite to escape from barriers a non-Italian 

‘ may impose upon him. Most of the apathetic individuals turn = 
over their entire pay to their parents, accepting an Italian ‘ 
cultural trait which is a very good sent of the more general 
trait of family solidarity and parental control. This accomo- 
dation stage begins when cuitieen reach adulthood and marry 
and ecvabiter houwekola of their own. The success of the 

~ first-generation family instills in the offspring respect and 

affection for the parents. And the gradual understanding by 


the children that successful interaction with the American 


f 


world is possible by accepting marginal roles assures them that 
. ' \ . 


at 


complete denial of the Old World family is unnecessary. Con- 


‘ siderable intermarriage makes the transition comparatively : a ae: Stes 
31 : . 


easy. 


a f : ’ 


3. Third-Generation Southern Italian Family in America. 


Ttalian-Americans in he third generation and beyond 


tend noe to exhibit these fraditional patterns. The decimation 

f of the family circle by ifferential wobility is one step in a : 

as larger social process that brings nuclear fanily members, into 
a more intimate dependance on each other. The influence of 

. industrialization nd urbanization on fertility, residential mo- 

bility, cceupatsénel choice, class status, child rearing, and. 

on other family behavior is evident. According to a recent 

Census bored study, for exanple (Table 3), women of Italian, ; a 


Polish a d Russian-Jewish origin have had fewer children than 
32 ; 
white women generally. Katherine, F. Sandalls found that 
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Children Ever Born Per 1,000 Women Ever Married 35 to 44 Years Old by 
Race and Ethnic Origin, for the Noninstitutional Population: November 1969 
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7,000 2.000 3,000 4,000 
: CHILOREN EVER BOR” PER TO09 WOMEN 


U. S. Bureau of the Census, Cutrent Population Reports, Series 
P-20, No.226,."Fertility Variations by nic Origin: November 


nting Office, Washington, D.C., ‘1971. 


1969," U.S. Government Pri j 


w& . 


~ . a et oa 


imposed on the’ oats for nat “ity reltgtousness, Ckehalts ae 


dle class, suburban and’ nipwad ‘mobile third: Jgeneration Ital- a 


tan Aner cans are familistic only, to the: degree that. \others; * 
din’ their class, Ragace eee oft: ethnicity, may also be familietic,. . si 


( ple 
“ that they are Losing: theiy ethnic, identity aad ‘are agsim- : 2 
“retention and. reinforcement of cethnic~bonds- seems. too evident. Divalent 3 
- On one hand, Italian- ~AterA cans have learned to extend ‘ade \e : ss 
-suecesses: in the U.S. have taught ‘them to trust the. governnent - ; se 
first- and: second- ll chara 2 Italian- okpericnis ea the larger, 
. community’ led -many to" reject their fanily allegiance and ‘their dh 


heritage in order to be Anericanized. These pegese a tradition- ‘ 


hess and socially Ainctgendeat “group. of: individuals. Others s 


of this second group with the American community, a modification 


i ‘ ‘ eo: ’ # 
Catholic third-generation women of Trish ethnic origin have, © ai 
higher mean cumulative fertility, “higher fertility taeaia,” 

and, ndiehek fertility expepegt ions, than Catholte: third- -genera- 


tion’ women: of: Tealian ethnic origin hea ‘of the controls 


nenthod Si socio-economic status. But the, vee that the aid~ 


ee 


we“ . - 


—Tating “gmat Leap surears 15"baseauporobservatton-pf-éaly— them 
a oap “o= ; j 
‘most superficial levels hs behavior: “ On another-ievel, a eT ga “OS 


me 


sense of. loyalty Beyond the family and the village, and their “‘_ 


and to ‘enter into’ a. kind of: clientele. telationship vith it. On ° 


the cother™ hand, - the tefection and: prejudice evetteien by the “7. 


% ’ 


any a) 
- 
m i 


* 


responded to the attempts at amalgamation is cainmoeolas tieds r 


traditional values and their "Italianness.' ‘Out: of, the conflict 


‘ 


of the lives of both Partie was Shgendetpa so that today, as. 


Nathan Glazer and Daniel Patrick Moynihan concluded, the ethnic . 
A ‘ 


. - 
- 


¢ ’ : « 


group ite no longer @ remnant of the past but a new social fore. 
Onde ttallen-Americens migrate into suburbia, their ecological 
aad sociocultural characteristics of cohesive family life can 
be explained in terms of “scburtan and middle-class culture 
other than their history, but it remains open to research 

. whether their familisa can be traced more clearly to tradit- 


— 
. fonel roots than to middle-class culture. 
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IV. The Interplay between Individual, Family 
and Society. 


a 


Further study is needed on the consistence and dir- 


ection of. the ongoing process of socio-cultural change of 


the southern Italian tantly. & commection with the general 


process of transformation of the Nation and of other ethnic 
. 


groups. An unanswered qwestion is still how much and in 
‘ 
what sense familistic culture and religion are related; how 


much the changes in attitude by southern Italians in this 


‘country toward the authority of the Church and the observance 


of religious duties have resulted in corresponding changes 
in the conceptions of parental control and of the Tights of 
women. | 

Our analysis shows that in the gouthare Italian cul- 
ture the key intitution - “the omly Italian institution" - 
ie the family. As a functional consequence, the individuel 
is absorbed by the family in-group, and, therefore,’ sitepated. 
Under the fapact of an andesyrsat eivilixerion, we whole sov- 
thera Italian familistic system is in a-state of physical, cul- 
eaxai and social change. A psychic, morel and ‘spiritual’ dis- 
turbance affects the femigrants personality, which tends to 
dtetntegrate. Iseigrants reveal anxiety, deep discontent, and 
“morel’ deviance, They lack a individualistic erluntkcten, 


indispensable in a eytare, socio-cultural system with a univer- 


salletic ideal of aan and with attitudes defining social re- 


lations ‘in general terms,’ without any consideration of the 
4 e 
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qualities of the interacting individuals or the circumstances 

of then Letewkaitnn, In practice, the individual .as such be- 
comes the center of motivation of social relations, The immi- 
ghinan. paveks social crises, then, seem to be overcome only 

by the transition’ from familism to ‘ndleebdnadetn . This does 

not imply that in an industrial society the family ceased to 

be apiece The general crisis of the immigrant family 
indicates only that the family in its present form and orten- 
tation is not functionally adequate to serve the individual . 
_{n a new social context. The critical process of cultural assi- 
milation and intergenerational adageacten of the southern Ital- 
fen immigrant family is not one of dissolution, but one of 
Kcnusttdon toward a new integration of its values and its roles. 
Substantial equality of man and vonen, diminution of the father's 
authority concomitant to his diminished ‘necessity’ on the econ- 
omic-professional level, differentiation and professionalig£ation 
of roles, and other family behavior are proving to the south- 
ern Italians that the family is not the only or the pringipal 
inetitution to serve the individual, but that it is owe of the 
subsocial systems, related to, but differentiated from, the 
whole system. It is the coherence of cultural, social, group, 
and individual processes - their relative integration within a 
conflict-control field of behavior - that can be identified as 
the epecific condition which must obtain if the person and his 
family are to function at an optimum level of behavior. The ‘ 
overcoming of *fanilisa' is, then, required in order to give 


beck to the family, purified of its historically conditioned 


e ~ 
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“authoritarianism” and freed of ite alienating anxiety for 
‘primary’ needs, the possibility to serve the individual] also 
in his ‘supertor’ needs, thus favoring his growth and total 


expansion. 
: e 
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